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In official circles there are hints of the possibility, if Poland per-
sists in her "direct action," of the opening of the Customs frontier
between the Reich and Danzig. But there is no concealing the fact
that very serious consequences might result from such a step.

LA TOURXELLE.

No.  179

M. DE SEGUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Warsaw,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, August 3, 1939.

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs has given the British Ambassador
the following explanations on the subject of the recent decision of the
Danzig Senate: About three years ago the Polish Government added
to the Polish Customs inspectors serving in the territory of the Free
City some Customs officials, who were given the special duty of check-
ing the smuggling which was then beginning to growT, and it was to
free themselves from this unwelcome hindrance that the Senate wished
to be able to distinguish the inspectors from the ordinary Customs
officials.

M. Beck added that the Polish Government would not object to a
fusion of these two classes of officials and to giving them the same
uniforms, provided that the Customs service could in future perform
its duties in conditions that permitted of reasonable efficiency.

SEGUIN.

No. 180

M. DE SAINT-HARDOUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 3, 1939.

IN the course of the last week a very definite change in the political
atmosphere has been observed in Berlin. Whereas after the middle
of July there appeared to be a certain detente, towards the end of
the month there were signs of a fresh stiffening of attitude. The period
of embarrassment, hesitation, inclination to temporization or even to
appeasement, which had been observable among the Nazi leaders, has
been succeeded by a new phase: to-day the actions of the leaders of
the Third Reich and the language of their Press reveal two
dominating purposes:

To convince the German people that it is threatened, as in 1914,
and that its very existence is imperilled.

To convince public opinion at home and abroad that the Third
Reich is invincible and that neither threats nor any human power
can arrest it in the pursuit of its vital interests.

Nothing is neglected which may give the German people such